Focus on Forage

Friday, September 6, 2019
Jon Kemp, DVM

Scouting Fields

Our goal is to estimate starch content and whole plant dry matter in each field.
Has the corn matured to at least 50 % milk line? Note that we expect a gain of
about 0.5 to 1.0 percentage points of starch daily.

Early dent ~60% of final kernel weight
50% milk line ~85% of final grain weight.

J ~10-12 days between

Milk early dent and 50%
kernel milk

J ~13-15 days between
50% kernel milk and

Starch 0% milk (black layer)

% milk line

: e entire plant to dry down 0.5-1.0 percentage points of moisture per day,
depending upon weather conditions. It is also typical for healthy corn plants to deposit
0.5-1.0 percentage points of starch in corn silage every day until the kernel reaches
physiological maturity (black layer). It is starch deposition, rather than the drying of
stalks/leaves, which reduces moisture in maturing, healthy corn plants.
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Depending on our harvest time line, we may have to begin chopping the earliest
fields even if whole plant dry matter is not up to 35%.

More on harvest order in next Focus on Forage note.
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